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GEORGE WASHINGTON 

Worthy Matron
 
Tonight, we are honoring George Washington, our first president. His father, Augustine, died
 
when he was eleven; George then lived with his mother, Mary, at Ferry Farm in Fredericksburg,
 
Virginia, and visited his half-brother Lawrence at Mount Vernon.
 

His father's death ended plans for George to be educated in England; and in later life felt this lack
 
ofhigher education affected him. George insisted that Martha's children receive an excellent
 
education because of this; however, he disapproved of foreign schooling, believing it weakened
 
the passion ofAmericans for freedom. As a boy, his favorite subject was math.
 

He learned social graces -- good conversation, correct table manners, and proper entertaining -

from his mother, his half brother and sister-in-law, Lawrence and Ann, and their neighbors, the
 
Fairfaxes. His social skills helped him be at ease with superiors and to be considered for
 
advancement.
 

He was a hard worked in his youth; be began ajournal at age 16; developed excellent
 
handwriting; and he learned surverying on the job and started his own business as a surveyor at
 
age 17.
 

He was physically active and strong; Thomas Jefferson described him as "the best horseman ofhis
 
age." Washington also loved fox hunting from horseback. His physical stamina helped him on
 
expeditions to the frontier and as a leader in the military.
 

It was a cold, hard winter
 
That winter long ago,
 
When Washington, at Valley Forge,
 
Knelt praying, in the snow
 
That God would save a people
 
And free a burdened land,
 
That He would lead and guide them,
 
With His all-powerful hand.
 

Within the shallow trenches
 
His soldiers held at bay,
 
Red Coats in Philadelphia,
 
Who danced the hours away.
 
They drank to King George, nightly,
 
A toast ofvictory-
While Washington was praying
 
That a nation might be free.
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Only strong faith sustained him
 
And made his hopes secure,
 
He knew the doubts his brave men faced
 
And what they must endure.
 
But with a deep trust in his God
 
He humbly knelt in prayer-
His pleading voice a blessing fell
 
Upon the cold night air.
 

His men were weak and weary.
 
Their bodies frail and thin.
 
The Holy Spark of Freedom
 
Was dying low, within.
 
Their bloody footprints in the snow.
 
A piteous story told··
 
"For God and Home and Native Land"
 
He prayed, there in the cold
 

And men were strengthened as he prayed,
 
And Hope was born anew.
 
Their flagging hearts were given faith
 
To do what they must do,
 
So all that strong men cherish,
 
Became a nation's dower,
 
And Freedom's flickering flame grew bright
 
Tn that cold midnight hour.
 

Twould if our own great land
 
Would stand a watch-word true
 
For Life and Hope and Liberty,
 
Haven for me and you,
 
IfWashington's deep faith had failed,
 
Tfhe had ceased to pray,
 
Had he relied on human strength,
 
Would we be free today?
 

Ifhis tired men had never known
 
The comradeship ofone
 
Who humbly bowed before his Lord.
 
Brave, faithful Washington.
 
And if they had not seen the light
 
Of Heaven on his brow,
 
Would they have won the victory
 
That gives rich blessings, bow?
 

The name ofWashington means more
 
Than words can e'er express;
 
It has a hidden meaning
 
That some may only guess.
 
It is the secret mystic sign
 
Of all that men hold dear··
 
And that is why we offer him
 
Our homage every year.
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This nation has been bought with blood 
And sacrifice and tears. 
Oh! may we not forget the price 
Throughout the coming years. 
And may we stand, as freeman, all, 
When our life's course is run, 
With those who gave the best they had, 
To serve with Washington. 

George Washington -- The Nation's first chiefexecutive took his oath of office in April in New 
York City on the balcony ofthe Senate Chamber at Federal Hall on Wall Street General Wash
ington had been unanimously eleeted President by the first electoral college, and John Adams was 
elected Vice President because he received the second greatest number of votes. Under the rules, 
each elector cast two votes. The Chancellor ofNew York and fellow Freemason, Robert R. 
Livingston administered the oath ofoffice. The Bible on which the oath was sworn belonged to 
New York's St. John's Masonic Lodge. The new President gave his inaugural address before a 
joint session of the two Houses of Congress assembled inside the Senate Chamber. 


