
ONE AMONG MANY 
 

 This address-ceremony is designed to clarify one of the hidden meanings of 

our work. It contains a dedication suitable for use in honoring a state or 

national dignitary. It may also be used to honor an outstanding individual at 

the local level. This is a general type presentation and may be used with or 

without the dedication throughout the year. 

 

 When used as a ceremony one or more people may participate simply by 

dividing the paragraphs or verses. In this manner the Worthy Matron, or 

another selected person, may present the complete ceremony, or two people may 

alternate the paragraphs, or as many people take part as there are paragraphs 

or verses. 

 

• 

 

DEDICATION FOR "ONE AMONG MANY" (Optional) 

 

 Our ceremony tonight is named "One Among Many." It gives me, and my fellow 

members of ——————— (Chapter) a great deal of pleasure to dedicate this 

presentation to Sister, (Brother) ——————— who is, indeed, "one among many." 

 

 Through the years Sister (Brother) ——————— has given of his time and 

energy to promote our organization. She (he) is a figure who stands out with 

distinctions, even among such distinguished persons as we have in our 

(General) Grand Chapter. Sister (Brother) ———————, will you join us in our 

East as we present "One Among Many" in your honor?  

 

ONE OF THE HIDDEN MEANINGS of our ritual work lies in the insistent 

admonition to build within ourselves the courage to be "one among many." 

Every one of the Star Point Stations, by subtle inuendo, develops this 

concept in a slightly different fashion. 

 

 In the story of Adah and Jephthah, the story begins with Adah dancing out 

to meet her father. Accompanying him were thousands of men who had courage 

enough to wage a war and win a victory. 

 

 At that time,it was deemed quite acceptable to have sacrificial 

substitution. It would have been entirely acceptable to have an equivalent 

sacrifice made. But among all those legions there was not one man courageous 

enough to stand in the place of the brave slip of a girl. Alone, among the 

multitude of stalwart men, Adah courageously stood up to the challenges which 

life had brought to her. 

 

Ruth Is the Symbol of Great Courage 

 

 Again, Ruth exhibited those characteristics which identify an individual 

who has the courage to be "one among many." As you remember, Naomi and 

Elimelech had emigrated to the land of Moab when their sons were still 

children. They lived there while the youngsters grew up to young manhood and 

eventually married the two young Moabites who had been converted to the 

Hebrew faith. 

 

 When tragedy struck the family, the elderly Naomi wished to travel the 

thirty odd miles to her homeland. This does not seem like such a great 

distance, but in those times, travel was done mostly by foot. Further, the 



travelers would have to pass through territory which can best be described as 

a wilderness. There were no good roadways and travelers risked not only the 

possibility of losing the way but the possibility of attack from beasts and 

bandits. 

 

 After years of neighborliness and friendship with the little family from 

Bethlehem, there was not one of the Moabite village men who would volunteer 

to accompany the sorrowing women. Only Ruth, out of all the Moabites who had 

associated with the family for so many years, would risk danger to herself 

for the sake of her friend. She also, had the courage to be "one among many." 

 

Esther's Courage Was the Key to Wisdom and justice 

 

 It is no wonder that the story of Esther continues to capture the 

imagination and respect of its readers century after century. It is much like 

stories which even today filter back to us from behind the iron and bamboo 

curtains. These are stories full of individual daring and almost 

insurmountable odds even as is the story of Esther. 

 

 Imagine! Esther was a very young woman, probably just entering early 

adolescence when the story begins. She was only one of an enslaved nation. 

Her fellow citizens were weary, broken, and beaten by their long captivity 

and they submitted to tyranny with silent submission. 

 

 But Esther, at the insistence of the wise old Mordecai, brought wisdom and 

justice to high places. Alone, in spite of her fear for her life, she 

protested the evils that were being perpetrated against her people. And she 

got results, too. After Esther took matters into her own hands, the merciless 

whip of the enslavers was stilled. And because, just because, Esther had the 

courage to be the "one among many." 

 

 You would have thought when the very friends who had joined Martha and 

Lazarus and Mary in listening to the teachings of Christ would have welcomed 

a chance to say, "Yea, Lord, I believe," right along with Martha. Instead, 

when Christ came to Mary as she was standing before her brother's tomb 

surrounded by her friends and his, no voice save that of Mary's was raised. 

 

 Through the deathly silence, only the clear voice of Martha was raised in 

sweet affirmation. Indeed, Martha had the courage to be the "one among many." 

 

 Electa stands out in the history of the women of the world as perhaps "THE 

one among many." Consider what the situation was. The whole land was 

suffering and groaning under the heel of the Roman Caesar. Of the thousands 

of citizens throughout the land, only Electa had the courage to maintain her 

convictions in the face of certain death. Perhaps there were some who spoke a 

lie and renounced the Lord, but Electa was the one among many who refused to 

deny her knowledge of the right and truth. 

 

Today's Need for Courage Is Greater Than Ever 

 

 Today, the world is crying out for individuals who have the courage to 

maintain their belief in right, justice, and human dignity. The twentieth 

Century needs devout believers who refuse to ever tacitly give credence to 

false creeds which are being disseminated the world over. To this task, as 

sincere members of the Order of Eastern Star we are irrevocably committed. 

 



ONE AMONG MANY 

 

ADAH 

 

   It takes courage to act when things are bad  

   And men who are strong turn their faces in dread  

   But the individual who has the courage to act  

   Will feel the hand of God touch on his head. 

 

RUTH 

 

   It takes courage to travel some distance all alone;  

   It takes courage to be the one who says "I Will";  

   But history has forgotten the weak and timid  

   The strong of heart are fresh in our memories still. 

 

ESTHER 

 

   It takes courage to act in the face of enemies  

   To fight and resist the yoke of oppressive ghouls  

   But the whole might of God is with individuals  

   Who will not submit to tyrants who try men's souls. 

 

MARTHA 

 

   It takes courage to act when friends turn away  

   And feign that they know not of what matter to speak  

   But the mighty of spirit and grand of heart  

   Live forever and oblivion is the lot of the weak. 

 

ELECTA 

 

   It takes courage to act on one's convictions 

   To speak out and risk the censure of those who oppose 

   But the voice that speaks for the sake of God 

   Is heard by the angels and gives the soul repose. 

 


