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Hazel ¥elleu ), Thistle Chapter #43,
Worthy Matron--We meet here tonight for a purnose that has the solemnity
and tenderness of burial rites, without their sadness. We stand not around
an onen grave, bul among those whom our bheloved Order has decorated with
love and esteem. It 1s an exnression of geédtitude, a tribute to the memory
of those whose faithful service entitles them to a nlace in the affections
nf those for whom and with whom they labored. It 1s fitting that we nause
for a few moments, and offer loving tribute to our dear denarted members.
( The secretary read the names) o

The Star »noints, having been provided with flowers of their resnective
colors, srose and advenced to the alter. Each in turn reneated their

resnective lines a&s given below and denosited theit flowers near the Bible.

Adah--Sisters and brothers, these flowers not only remind us of the mounta
of "Gilead, among which wsas the romantic home in Mizpnah" of Jepthah's daughte
but they also give a glorified ideal of a future home; for nothing dies,
not even life, which gives un one form only to assume another.

"Put thou thy trust in God,

Fix on His word thy steadfast gaze,
In duty's nath go on:

So shall Thy work be done.™

Ruth-- Sisters and brothers, these yellow flowers are "Symbolic of the
rinened grain in the field of Boaz, in which Ruth was a humble gleaner.™"
They also remind us that we must do the work that lies nearest st han d,
trusting that some of the good seed that we scatter through l1ife's journey
may take root and spring un into deeds that shall reach all eternity.

"There 1s a land mine eyes hath seen

In visions of enraptured thought,

So bright, that all which spreads between
Is with its radient glories fraught.,"

Esther—- Sisters and brothers, from time immemorial white has been regarde
"as an emblem of »nmrity! And so now these white flowers teach us that an
active and symnathetic contact with our sisters and bwvothers in their joys
and sorrows is in obedience to the Divine will. froubles and misfortunes
have to be encountered, but these have to be encountered cheerfully beeause
i1t 1is the will of God.

"Its sKies are not 1ike earthly skies,
With varying hue of shade and light;
It heth no need of sun to rise

To dissinate the gloom of night."

Martha--"Green is the most widely diffused of all the tints which adorn
the material world and is the symbol of memory an d eternity." The evergreen
also reminds us that the hnly word of God does not mislead. Let wus not
worry about what we do not understand but rejoice because "May flowers
are brought to us through April clowsa nad showers.,"

" A lTand upon whose blissfuf shore

THere sweeps no desolating wind;

There those who meet shall nart no more,
And those long parted meet again.™




Electa——"Red, one of the nrimery colors, is the one hy which fervency
and love has ever been represented.,'" This fervent color also teaches us

to love our sisters and brothers, but we can not do so by mere formalities,

but by kindly acts of charity, 1nteﬂrety3 and forgiveness, '"which are the
nroger discoveries of grace within."

"FThere sweeps no desolating wind
Across that calm, serene abode;
The wanderer there & home may find
Within the Paradise of God."

The worthy matron repeated the Twenty-thiwd Psalm, The star noints
plternatingwith every other line. (Star noints resumed their stations.)

Vocel solo~--"God Understands."

Worthy matrQ%é sometimes wish thht 1ife was not so bitter
And thornsdid not beset the nath we trod,
But couvld we understandthe hidden meaning,
The all-wise nmrpose of a loving God,
If we could see beyond the veil of sorrow,
- So often clouded by our falling tears,
We might discover the reasons for these nartings,
Which come to all who travel down the years."

Let us »nray.
Prayer et the alter by the chaplain.

Chanlain;—--Father in heaven, to Thee we turn who art more than 2ll e
else beside. Our times are 1n thine hands. ""Phou hast set the sun and

falrer than the day May 1ts tight lead and gulde us into the harmonies
of law and grace, that we may become resnonsive to every touch of nature,
every whisper of truth, every anneal of humenity. So fit us to serve

Thee in the snirit of Him whose ster in the east has taught us to de
lThy will on earth 2s 1t i1is done in heaven. Amen.
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