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Speech for Worthy Matron ,
We are very happy tonigzht for the privilege cf paying trib-
ute to the memory of Robert MOﬁﬁis the founder of our Order. As long
a8 there is aﬁ Crder of the Fastﬁrn Star, the name of Robert Morris
will always stand out with distinct promin@nce, Altnough other names
may be Wiﬁk@d with 1its origin, this noted character clalms the honor
off the »ortrayel of the firgt Lastern Star depgrees; and i1t is so un-

derstood throughout the world wherever an Eastern Star Chapter is
known.

Robert Morris was born August 12th, 1818, in New York City. His
father died when he was a very small boy, and for a time he had a temp
orary home with an aunt. Although born Robert Peckham, when he later
lived with his foster father, he took the name of Embefﬁ Morris by
which he became famous.’His oareﬁfg were his teachers, and from them ¥
he inherited a love for reading, a keen mind, and a great memory. e
was a devout Mason, and in 1250 he became interested in an Order which
would include the wives of Master Masona. Fe talked over some of the
theories which he had worked ocut with some of his friends, and they
were heartlily in favor of the five degrees, the passes, the grip, and
the various ceremonies of the Order,

The first meeting of the Eastern Star was organized as Purity
Constellation Chapter No. 1, in Fulton Co. Kentucky. Mr. Morrig invit-
ed all the Masons and their wives from miles arcund to this mesting,
and with their help he organized the first unit of the Order in a most
impressive manner. Dr. Norfiﬁ and his wWife made the triw to this meet-
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ing in an open buggy, ﬁr1viﬂw“ﬁhﬁ%?ﬁW1'y ‘horse over very bad roads
which were in some plﬁuﬁg almost ilmpassable. They took with them a
melodian to furnish the music. With ceremonies toc make the work more
impresaive, and with a prayer that the Heavenly Father woulid bless
their efforts, they gave to the world the Order of the Eastern Star,
which today qumn re nearly two million members. It#s influence extends
around the world, and it is an Order on which the sun never sets. We
will always owe a debt of gratitude to the frultful brain, the generou:
heart, and the untiring effort of Robert Morris, who so ably worked
out the teachings of our Order.
a8t

Many years have passed since th¢¥¥ first meeting, and all who
had a part in 1t have long since gone to their reward; but that Star
in the East still shines and sheds it!s heanms over the whnole universe,
and meny have lived to see the realizatlon of the hopes and dreams of
Robert Morrias., He died July 3let, 1588 in LaGrange, Xy. His death WS
a great loss to the Mascnic Order, for he devoted his l1life to i
DY 1nciplﬁq and his memory will ever remain fﬂegh in the minds of bet}
Masons and Eastern Stara.

As soon as the Worthy Matron is through speaking, each Star point with
unlighted candle of aprprporiate colori in turn rises and speaks:
the '
Adah: Robert Morris had 4 courage of his conviections, and chose
the story of Jephthah's daughter to represent fidelilty and sirengin of

purpose,
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Adah was the cne he€ chose to show the human race

That one could be brave and trus when they a death must face;

And he would try sometlime +5 show the human race just how

A daughter could have faith enough to keep her father'!s vow.
T 1lipht the blue candle as a tribute 1o +he memory of Robert Morris.
(Flowers may be used by using +he worde "I present this flower” (or
(color) in place of "T light the blue candle," making the SamMe change
for each Star polint.

Ruth:Robert Morris knew how necessarly 1+ was to be meek and humble,
and 4o be true to every statlon 1n life. He could not have found & chax
scter more to his liking tham the humble gleaner Ruth.

nuth filled his every purpose for one meek and humble 100,

A widow so devoted to her loved ones 2ll life through;

No other one could show so well how much a life could yleld

As did the one so full of love , the gleaner in the field.
T light the yellow candle as a tribute to the memory of Robert Morris.

Tather: Robert Morrig knew that honor and loyalty were necesbary
in facing the problems of 11fe. That is why he chose the beautiful
Jueen Esther to teach the leasson of loyalty to xindred¢ and friends.

No other one could ever show such loyalty to friends,
As she whe through her younger 1ife had taken what life
senas,;
oy Eather seemed to be the one who had withcout a trace
- 0f fear, risked crown end even life to save her captive
e race.
I light the white candle as 2 +ribute to the memory of Robert Morris.

mecta: Robert Morris knew that 1o love one another was the greates?t
of 211 the commandments. He chose +he Elect lady to represent the Love
of a mother for all mankind. |

rlecta was the one he chose to represent lave
That brings to us the joy of peace, with blessings from
, above,
We know that love a%m9ne can face the challenge of the
Cross,
And gsuffer persecutlion without a fear of loss.
I light the e candle as a tribute to the memory of Robert Morris.

Martha: Robert Morris had falth in the words of Jesus, "I am the
resurrection and the 11fe." He wisely chose Martha to glve us faitn
1n the hour of trial, and the hope of eternal life.

Martha was the one he chose because she did belleve
In all the words thatJesus said, and from her we recelve
mhat trustful faith to look beyond these many years of
_ | strife,
. And see the endless years of Joy in that eternal life.
T light the green candle as a tribute to the memory of Robert Morris.



As soon as the Star peints are through spesking, they form a semicircle
west of Altar. Each Star point carries her iighted ccolored candle.
This semicircle may be formed before they speak if desired.

A8 goon as Star polints are in position, Associate Conductress with
lighted white candle takes position in semicircle to left of Electa
arid speaks:

In memory of Robert Morris, the founder c¢f cur Order, we place
together our tributes. May this be a token of our love as we honor the

name of one whose memory 1s cherished wherever the COrder of the Eastern
Star 1s found.,

Wwith love we bring our tributes to the founder of our Star,
For the name of Robert Morris is known both near and far:
And when w2 think of famous names in all the world around,
His name will always head the list where Eastern Stars are
found.

(If flowers are used, Associate Conductress gathers the flowers from f¥Y
the Star points before speaking.)

Conductress, with unlighted candle passes back of Star points and light
her candle from the candle of Associate Conductress. If flowers are

used, she accepts the flowers from the Associate Conductress, and place
them in a basket.

Conductress spzaks: In memory of Robert Morris, we accept your tribute
of love. May it light the East with beautiful rays of blue, yellow,
white, green, and red, telling to all the Eastern Star world thzat a
great soul was born who gave his 1life to the interest of our great Or-
der. Long may the rays of light shine from the East, illuminating the
world with i1ts radiénce of charity, truth, and loving kindness.

Conductress passes to East and places her lighted candle on a pedestal,
or hands 1t to the Worthy Matron, who places it on her pedestal. Con-—
ductress then faces west and speaks:

In memory of one who formed for us our Eastern Star,

we can hear only loving praise from Chapters near and far;
He founded our great Order and won for himself much fame,
And through the years we always will give honor to his name.

Sololiegt ginge:

Tune: “"Londonderry Air." (Danny Boy)



Tn loving memory we bring our tribute,

To one who gave so much to our dear Star;

Forever will the name of Robert Morris,

Be known to 2all the Chapters near and far;
To honor him all Eastern Stars are turning,
That we may pay our tribute to his name,
And give to him the honor he was earning,

When his work gave to him undying fame.

We love our Star because it gives us courage,
To do the right and e forever true;

To be so falthful to all of life'ls stations,
And be loyal to friends and kindred too;

It glves us falth to look beyond the present,
To that dear home where only love can be,

And for this we willgive to Robert Morris,
All honor as we praise hig memory.

At cloece of song, officers return to stations.

Music for song may be found on page No. 145, Methodist Hymnal.



