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BIOGRAPHY OF ROB MORRIS, LL.D.

Masonic Poet Laureste

From official data furnished by his son, Robert Morrlis,
Jre. of Franklin, Ky,

WPHE MASONIC DICKEWS OF AH&RICA,“HAllibonefs Dictionary
of American Autiors

DR. ROB MORRIS was born fugust 31lst, 1818, near Boston, Mass. His
parents were teachers, and he, following in their footsteps, taught
school the first ten years of his manly estate. He then wandered,
like many others, from the New England shores to the cotton fields
of the South, and settled down to teach at Oxford, Miss. There he
met Miss Charlotte Mendenhall, whose parents Peﬁlded near that
place, and they were married Auﬁust 26, 0841l. 4About thirty~seven
vears ago Dr. Morris removed to LaGrange, Kye., where he passed his
remaining years until his death in 1883. '

Through the means of the great amount of labor dane by him,
and the excellence, and, it might be cailed, genius of that work,
or a great portion of it, Dr. Morris' name became more familiar
throughout the Masonic fraternity through distant parts of this
country, and the world, than i1t was to those outside of that order
who lived within five miles of his home. His publications, number-
ing seventy-three works, his contributions to and in connectlion
with the Masonic, the religious, the sectarian and the scientific
press, which extended through half a century? his unparalleled in-

dustry as a lecturer upon many themes, all uniteé in surrcundlng his
name with a halco of public respocte.

He was a very large contributor to many Masonic pcrlodlcals,
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and various newspapers and magazines., Throughout a1l the world

the name of the Poet Laureate of Masonry 1is known and loved ncxt to

the ancicent ordor itsclf.

Dr. Morris! chicf famc came to hlmfthrcugh his poems. They

are of a very high order, and are rocognized as being the productions
of a healthy brain, an crudite concoption, a grand appreciation of

the good, and & beauteous imagination. It was a circumstance com-
mented upon in one of Dr. Morris! lectures that while there was an
abundance of pocts who belonged to the HMasonic ranks, notably Thomas
Moore, Sir Walter Scott, James Hogg, Ferguson, Goeorge P. Morris,
Percival, Robert Burns, Duganne, Shilliber, Lamartine, Cowper and
others, yet altogether they have scarcely writton a score of Masone
ic poems. Percival and George P. Morris wrote two or three each,

Robert Burns one, the greatest of them all, except Rob Morris!
poems, while all the othors named wrote nonc. '

Robert Burns, over one hundred years ago, was crownced with
the laurel wrcath, which significd his clevation to the station of
Poot Laureate of Freemasonry. This was for one poem he wrote, and
he wog the first to be so crowned. Upon his death no one was ever
deemed fit to assume the high station until Rob Morris was so seo-

lected through the expressed wish of over 500,000 Masons throughout
all the world. .
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The coronation took place in New York City, on December 17,
1884, in the presenco of several thousand Masons who attonded,
many of them from distant points of the compass, to merely witness
the onec event. It was in a double sense the crowning point of a
wondrous lifoc.

It was the prediction of the venerable and learned Salem
Town, LLe.D., himself a Mason of grcat prominence, and an expounder
of its grandest themes, that "Brothor Morris! fame as a poet will
outlast his memory as a writen Iin prose,"

Out of more than three hundred pileces that make up his poet-
ical collections, there are many of rarest dolicacy and beautye.
His poetical labors extended over every class of thought proper to
the theme. Very many were written to be accompanied by muaslic, and
so have entered into Festival, Funeral and Work meetings; some tO
be recited with omblematic accompaniments. The greater portion
wore composed "upon the wing' in stage coach, railway carriage, on

"steamboats, on horseback and at Low XII hours after lodge-meetings.

It would seem that no man could perform the amount of labor
accomplished by Rob Morris, unless he preserved all his faculties
intact and attained nearly the number of years of life allotted to
Methuselah. Yet that work was all done, unassisted, by Rob Morris,
and the spring of inspiration which promoted 1T lay in the one
source, "ambition." - ' '

When this ambition was gratified with his coronation as Poet
Laureate he ceased his labors and dwelt nearly four years in tne
guiet lull before death came to claim him for its own. In speaking
of him a number of Masons, among the most eminent in the land, said
that e was not only the greatest lagonic poet and prose-writer,

_but he was the greatest Mason that had ever lived.
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In fact, there have been few men who ever lived wh o have done
more work with the pen for publication than Rob Morris, There has
certainly been no writer of Masonic literature at any time 1in the
worldt!s history who has written half as much as he elther of poetry
or prose. The work he has done would seem too stupendous for any
one man to perform in a lifetime, yet he has done it, and well., He
has not only written all thesc works, songs, hymns, poems, addresses
and essavs, but furthermore he has done such other minor literary
work as would require a couple of coclumns additional merecly to
enumerate

It is of course chiefly as a writer that Dr. Morris is known
to the Masonic world. He was not only the universally accepted
Poet Laureate of Masonry, but in addition to this his prose works
are of the first rank in Masonic literature. He wrote extensively
on the subject of Masonic jurisprudence, produced several rituals
and hand-books, many fugitive pieces, edited some Masonlic journals,
and published an important book of travel and research, "Frcemasonry
in the Holy Lan, " which appeared in 1872.

The Masons of this country raised between $9,000 and $10,000
as a fund to enable Dr. Morris to make his journey to the original
seat of Masonry. He went to the Orient in 1868, and traveled very
oxtensively there and in Burope. His researches confirmed many
traditions as to Masonry, and enabled the author to contribute mach
valuable cvidence as to the truth of what was before then little

- more than conjecture. Being learned in Masonic lore, the inscrip-

tions, colns and customs of the people amonzg whom he journeyed often
had a meaning for him which was not apparent to others. His trip
to the Holy Land discovered abundant testimony as to the great age
of Masonry. His book is dedicated to His Excellency Mohammed Ras-
chid, Governor-General of Syria and Palestine, who was an eminent

Masone.
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i profound admiration for the Bible, as the only Iinspired
book in Masonry, led Dr. Morris early Iin his career To propose an
exploration of the lands of the Bible in the interests of the order.
In 1854 the grand lodge of Kentucky entered into the plan, and proi-
ferod a loan sufficient for the cost, but circumstances at that time
forbade the journey. It was.still, however, a favorite theme in his
lectures and writings, and in 1887 he visited one hundred and thirty
lodges, chiefly in the northern states, and proposed to them that
he would donate the nccessary time and labor if they would undcrtake
the cost. The rosponse was o practical one, for 3,782 brethren
cluffed togother to supply the nccessory means. o

He sct out February 2, 1868, addressed the lodges at Smyrna,
upon the way, on February 25, and reached Beyrout, 3Syrila, March 5.
At Damascus, through the influence of Brothcr HR.T. Rodgers, H.B.M.
Consul there (and Master at the time of Lebanon lodge, at Beyrout),
he made the Masonic acquainbtance of the governor-goeneral and of
Genoral Ahdel Kader. FHe delivorocd addresscs before the members of
the Masgonic fraternity in Damascus, Beyrout, Joppa and Jerusalcm.
In the latter city he opened a Lodgoe of Instruction, May 15, which
five ycars aftorward, culminated in the Royal Solomon Mother Lodge
No. 293, upon the Canada Reogisteor of which he was Iirgt Mastor. He
roachced home early in August. The rcsults of his industrious reo-
searches are scen in the large volume entitlcd "Freemasonry in Holy
Tand." At Jerusalem he made the personal acguaintance of that
learncd and zealous cxplorer, Captaln Warren, himself a member of
the Masonic brotherhood.

This oricntal lodge has maintained a distinct and honorable
existence, and has bocomo the mothcer of a group of lodges 1n Pales-
tinc and the center of a grand lodge in Jerusalem. Dr. Morrls made
o sccond visit to Furope in 1878, at which time he was especlally

“noticed by the Prince of Wales, who, boing a Mason, doparted from

e 1 e apr arpadl

his habit of non~attendance so far ag to attend lodge in London, and ~—

then to follow hinm to Oxford to attond lodge there, while Dr. Morris
wos at those places lecturing.

Dr. Morris was "brought to Masonic light," as the phrase is,
in Oxford, HMiss., March 5, 1846, whoen L@ joined Gathright Lodge No.
3%, At that time he was principal of the Hount Sylvan Acadewmy, near
Oxford., He at once became deeply intorecsted in the subject of Ma-
sonry, and his progress therecafltor was notable,

 He was cxnlted to the degree of Royal Arch in Lexington,
Miss., in 1848; accepted as R, and S:M:. In 1849; made a Knight Temp-
lar at Jackson, Miss., in 1850, and received the Scottish Rite de-~
grees to the Thirty-second degree in 1854. He received the Rite of
Memphis, so far as the ninetieth degree, in New York in 1864, and
the encampment order of English Templary in Canada in 1857. He also
recelved a very large number of the honorary appendages to Masonry,
such as the three official orders of Royal Arch Masonry, Past Emin-
ent Commandecr, Past Grand Commander, Grand High Priest, Past Grand
Commander-in-chiefl 32°. The Masonic and Military Orders of the
Knights of Rome, and the Red Cross of Constantine, were commnicated
to him in 1857, and afterwards in 1875,

The Order of Past Grand Master was given him at his installa-
tion as Grand Master of Kentucky, in 1858, the Hon. Henry Wingate,
Past Grand Master, presiding. Among his honorary degrocs and comu-
plimentary memberships, which were nearly one hundred and rif'ty in
number, that of Past Deputy Grand Mastor of thoe Grand Lodge of Can=-
ada was chiefly prized.
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Pr. lLlorris was a member of Fortitude Lodge, No. 47, at LaGrange,

Ky., and of the Eminence Royal Arch Chapter. He was also a rember
of the Louisville Commandcry, No. 1, Knights Tomplar, and was Past
Grand Commander-in-Chicf of thce Grand Consistory of Kentucky, 32°.

He was the originator of a large number of speccial features,
among them the most superior degreos of "Laodios! Masonry.? Tho most
popular of these with the order are "The Iastorn Star,™ composed and
communicated by him in 1850. This degree is divided into five sec-
tions, named from as many historical characters, namely: "Jophthantsg
Daughter, " "Ruth," YEsther," "Martha" and "Electa." So popular has
this decgree becone that there arc now hundreds of arganizations

styled "Dhaptcers of the Eastern Star." Those societies extend
througinout the entire world. In addition to this dogrce Dr. Morris
aiso addcd "The Quecen of the South," "The Cross and Crown," ctc.

Of Masonic rituals and hand-books, tho following is a list
of his works: "Frce Masons! Monitor," twelve degrccss "Miniature

Monitor,'" throe decgrces; "Eastern Ster Manual,'" "Rosary of Eastern
Star," "Guido to the Consecration of Mascnic Cemcteorics,Y '"Dis-

cipline of Masonic Offendors." He was the first writer, according
to very high authority, in Masonic belles~lettres, his "Lights and
Shadows of Freemasonry" being the ploncer work in that line.

Of all thcsc and othors, it may truthfully be said, as Lyttlo-
ton, in his culogy of Cowpcr:

"Not one immoral, one corrupted thought,
One linoc which, dying, he would wish to blot!,

His raule of 1life, from the commencement of labor as a Masonic journale-
ist, was borrowed from Addison: "I promise never to draw a faulty
charactor, which does not fit at lcast a thousand people, or to pub-
lish @ singleo paper that is not written in the spirit of bvenevolence,
and with a love of mankind.!

By nany Dr.ilorris was considered the leading numismatist in
America. In the science of historical numismatics in America he was
onc of the pionecers, his monograph, entitled "The Twelve Cacsars,
illustrated by Readings of 217 of Their Coins and Medals," being the
firet issue of its class west of the Atlantic. He also published the
"Nunismatic Pilot", devoted to the exzlanation of ancient coins. He
was Scecercectary of the American Association of Numismatists; honorary
member of the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society, of Montreal, Canada:
also of the Boston Numismatic Soclety and the New London, Conn.,
Historical Society, and an active nmcomber of the American Nunismatic
and Archaecological Society, of New York.

Rob Morris gave us altogether, as from a perennial fountain,
rmore than three hundred effusions in form of odes and poems; butb
none wear so well with old admirers, none secure so speedily the fave
or of the newly-initiate, as his concention of August, 1854, which
has "gone out through all the earth" under the name of "The ILevel
and the Square'. It is the Masonic song of the age, tending to the
immortal. Brother George Oliver, D.D., eninent above all others in
English ilasonry, and the Masonic writer for all time, said of this
pilece: "Brother Morris has composed many fervent, eloquent and
highly~poetie compogitions « gons that will not die -« but in 'The
Level and the Square! he has breathed out his depths of feeling,
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fervency and pathos with brilliancy and vigor of language, and ex-
pressed his faith in the immortal 1life beyond tho arave.

Periodically published in Masonic journals, quoted in a
thousand orationsg, seen in fragmwents in innumerable epitaphs, music-
ally wedded to sixtecn airs, declaimed by traveling perrormers, ana
embodied in many "Gems of Reading," this effusion deserves best of
all to live in his memory as one of his grandest efforts.

Of Masonic belles~lettres, he wrote "Life in tho Triangle,”
1853: "Tho Two St. Johns,™ 1854; "Tales of Masonic Life," 1860;
"Todge at Mystic," 1863; and "Masonic Poems" 1864 and 1876. In Ma=-
sonic history and biography he wrote "Freomasons' Almanacs," 1860-
161-162=163=164; "Masonic Reminlscenses," 1857; "History of Free-
masonry in Kentucky,"1859; "Life of Eli Bruce," 1859; "Freemasonry
in the Holy ILand," 1872( He also published in thirty octavo volumes,
under the general title of "Universal Masonic Library," fifty-six
distinct works, including writings of Oliver, Mackey, Town, Portal,
Preston, Hutchinson, George Smith, Morris, Anderson, Harris, Calcott,
Asho, Lawrie, DeVertot, Gourdin, Taylor, Creigh, Brown, Morton,
Arnold and Towne. In addition to these, he published the "American
Frcemason," 1853-158; "Voice of Masonry," 1859-&67; "Light in Ma-
sonry, ' 1873, and "Kentucky Freemason,” 1853,

Tn addition to those he has given to the Sunday-school liter-
ature of the world scores of odes, sketcheos, addrcsses and songs.
In 1884 he published a new editlon of his poems cntitlod the "Poot-
ry of Freemasonry," which was a compilation of his best poetry.
o also wrote a series of sketches for the "Courier Journal,! en-
titied "Jestors with Whom I have Jested," published in 1886. Ong
of his most famous songs was called "Blind Bartemus." - '

The beginning of official work of this zealous veteran was

" that of Grand Lecturer, first in . -the staie. of Tenneosseec; aflterwards

in Kentucky. On horseback, hefore the days of railway,s he visited
the lodges of those jurisdictions to the number of a hundred or
more, and commmnicated to them rifuals and general instructions 1n
Masonrye. The originality and thoroughness of his teachings are
best doscribed by a gentleman who accampanied him for a week or
more in the spring of 1851.

"Brot -or M.'s marked trait was industry. He made little
pretension to genius or talent of high order, but he always made
the bost use of his time. I never saw him idle for a moment. In
the lodge or out »f 1t he was ever seeking or commmunicating Masonilc
light. He visited sick brethren, if there were any, at thelr houses,
and imparted comfort. He incuired for destitute brethren and tend-
ered them aid. He looked up the graveg of departed Masons and sug-
gested better care of them. He set the secretary to making a list
of the widows and orphans of the craft, that if any were needy they
might not be overlooked by the brotherhood in future. His appear-
ance in those days was very peculiar. Lank os a rattlesnaoke, and
as swift at a witty stroke; nervous to the last degree; Ifright-
fully dyspectic; extremely fond of nature, and an indefatigable
collector of shells, arrow-heads and eccentric stones; a glutton
for reading books: fluent as the river and generous as the seéaj;
speaking in all things from the heart; amiable and generous.'

In Dr.Morris! lodge lectures a beauty, grandour and significance
wore apparent that impressed even the doltish mind. At that period
American lodges werc at a low e¢bb of information. The ceremonials
woere often wretchedly burlesqued by ignorant pretenders, and Rob
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Morris came among them as a reformer., Instead of an unmeaning trag-
edy the craft acquired a sublime symbol, and if the neophyte had

a soul at all able to appreciate a grand thought, he received a
permanent impression. On Sabbath days Dr. Morris addressed commine~
l1ties, wherever he might be, in their churches and school«houses,
upon Freemasonry as identified with Bible truth. Once, at least,

in every village, he invited a union of the 1ladies with thelr hus-
bands, fathers and brothers in the lodge-room, and to the united
assembly gave his beautiful system entitled The Eastern Star.

Though the country was wild with political and sectarian strife
{the mitterings of civil war) he talked of nothing but Fraemasonrx,
and for all this service he accepted a compensation so meagre that

the poorest lawyer or physician that sat in any of his audiences
would have spurned it.

The system of itinerant lecturing upon Freemasonry, begun by
Dr. Morris, has been continued to the présent. The venerable Men-
tor of Masonry raised his voice in defense of the order and its
covenants in the lodges of Indiana, Illinois, lowa, Wisconsin, Neb-
raska, Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, California, New Jersey, Del-
aware, Ohlo, Connecticut and New York, and other states. Ho one ¢
estimated that in thirty-two years of such travel and travall he
climed the stairs and entered the adyta of [iftcen hundred lodges!

The growth of skepticism among American Masons has been too
me.rkod to escape the notice of any, Leading men among the craft
have at one time and another publicly attacked the old principle of
"faith in an inspired word as a fundamental belief in Masonry." To
counteract this, the most dangerous foe that dasonry can have, Dr.
Morris early made himself the champion of Biblical faithes To un-
settle the minds of the craft ag to the object thelr fathers vener-
atod has been the first aim of the Masonic skeptic, and we see that

while casting the Holy Scriptues out of the lodge~room was the first
step-oft the Fronch infidel, ignoring faith in God was the second
and easier stop. Dr. Morris said in an oration in 1853: "J repeat,
with tne great moralist Johnson, that there is no erime so great

that o man can commit as poisoning the sourcces of eternal (Masonic)

truth. Faith in God tends, in the only nigh and noble sense, to
make Freemasons one,"

S50 many of Dr. Morris' diplomas and official jewels were deg-
troycd in the burning of his house, "The Three Cedars,” at LaGrango,
Ly, Novembcr, 1861, and in the terrible conflagration of Chicago,
October, 1871, that no accurate list can now be given of them. It

is within bounds, howcver, to asscrt that the number of honorary
degrees and complimentary memberships with which his signal services
woere recognized in America and abroad oxceeds one hundred. Dr. lor-

skl

ris at one time recalled a 1list of one hundred and fortznthree 10 -
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gular degrees and orders in Masonry, whosc covenaonts ho has agssumed.

In 1856 he made this summary of them in o symbolical strain of
thought: '

"I have been around, under and through the temple of Masonry,
scarching out its foundations, Its builders and its trestle board.
Nith 1its builders I have handled, in turn, each of its implemcents g
with the Entercd Approntice, trimming the rough ashler on the
checkered pavement: with the Fellow Crait,moralizing upon the pil-
lars of the poreh, and the fifteen grades of the winding stairs: with
the Master Mason, smoothing the indissoluble cement with silent awe ;
with the lark Haster I have penetrated the quarries, found my own
best block, brought it up for a place in the walls, and claimed my
penny with the rest: for I never havs recelved, of salary or offic-
ial emolument, to the value of one Jewish half shekel of silver. T
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have shared the responsibilities of the Past Master, seated in the
Oriental Chair of King Solomon. As aiﬂggi Excellent Master, my hands
have aided to rear the cap-stone to its place, while my lips have
sung the triumphant strain, All Hail to the Morning, of Thomas Smith
Webb, and my face was bowed To the pavement Iin acknowledgment of the
descent of fire and cloud. As a Royal Arch Mason, returning from
exile in Babylon, my feet have wandered, weary and sore, over rough
and rugged ways, seeking the Sacred Hill. As a Select Master, I

have wrought in silence, secrecy and darkness, upon the mystic arches
within the Holy Mountain. 1 have stood ag a Knight Templar with
companions loyal and brave, wielding my brand, excalibur, two-edged
and cross-hilted, while guarding the SHRINE where the body of MY
DEPARTED LORD was laid. In all my carcer ag a Mason I have ever held
that excellence is granted to man only in return for labor, and that
nothing is worth having that is not difficult to acquire. My l1life
has becn, thus far, a contest with obstacles; but no man would be
what he is, had he tamely suffered the difficulties of life to over-
come him."

It has bheen claimed that Dr. lMorris was the first to ever
wriltc a book upon the subject of Masonic Jurisprudence. The work
upon that subject was published in 1855 and was entitled the "Code
of Masonic Law." Doubtless there has been too much legislation
among Awmerican Grand Lodges, too much of the whimsical, special and
cphomeral, yet he concelved that there is a basgis of legal principles
to which all questions may be referred, and this is what he under-
took to point out in his "Code of Masonic Law." All thoughtful Ma-
song admit that |

| "Law should speak
Seldom, and never but as wisdom pronpts,
And equity.”

... The spirit of his writings upon jurisprudence is suggested by
Hoocker: "It is easier a great deal for men to be taught by laws o
what they ought to do, than intrusted to judge as they should, of
law; for the wisest are ready to acknowledge that soundly to judge
of law is the weightliest thing a man can take upon hinm,"

- In his contributions to the periodical literature of Masonry
since 1850 will be found replies to questions upon Masonic law and
usagze, and dissertations upon special subjects of this c¢lass. His
atudies 1in this branch gave him the facility seen in the various Cone-
stitutions drafted for Grand Bodiles, Standard Forms of By-~ILaws, and
in the Handbooks issued in great numbers for use in the workings of
Masonry.e '

S The custom of giving honors to our lasonic dead has bscome
so Intimately incorporated into our American Masonry that many con-
tinue their attachment to the order "even down to old age," that so
they may not forfelt the funeral honors due the falthful departed.
On the other hand, it 1s an attraction to a certain class of minds
to unite themselves with a fraternity which follows its members
lovingly to the grave's brink and lays them gently back upon the bos-
om of mother earth., In honoring this custom the practice of Dr.
Morris was supplemented by his writings. His "Funeral Book of the
Proemasons," a work of widespread celebrity, contains, in addition
to coplious and easy instructions, a long catalogue of epitaphs and
forms of obituary notices, alsoc of funeral songs suitable to such
occasions;while no one was so often called upon to attend in person
and preslide over such ceremonials.
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This passage was first published by Dr. Morris in 1852, and
expregses hls views upon the subject with much vigor:

"In all ages the bodies of the Masonic dead have been laid in
graves dug due east and west, with their faces looking toward the
East. This practice has been borrowed from us and adopted by others,
until it has become nearly universal., It implies that when the
great day shall come, and He who is death's conqueror shall give the
signal, Hls ineffable light shgll first be seen in the east; that

from the east He will make His glorious approach; will stand at the

L T

castern margin of these graves, and with His mighty power - that
grasp irresistibly strong which shall prevail -~ will raise the bod-
ies which are slumbering therein. We shall have been long buried,
long decayed. Friends, relatives, yea, our nearest and dearest,
wlll cecase to remember where they have laid us. The broad earth
will have undergone wondrous changes, mountains levelled, valleys
filled. The seasons will have chased each other in many a fruitful
round. Oceans lashed into fury by the gales of to-day will to-mor-
row have sunk like a spoiled child to their slumber. Broad trees
with broader roots will have interlocked them, hard and knobbed as
they are, above our ashes, as if to conceal the very fact of our
having lived; and then, after conturies of life, they, too, will
have followod our example of mortality, and, long struggling with
decay, at last will have toppled down to join their remains with
ours, thus obliterating the last poor testimony that man has c¢cver
lain here. So shall we be lost to humen sight. But the cye of God,

nevertheless, will mark the spot, green with the cverlasting ver-
dure of faith; and when the trumpet's blast shall shake the nills to
thelr very bases, our astonlshed bodies will raise, impelled upward
by an irresistible impulse, and we shall stand face to face with our

Redcemer. H

~ _ _#Dr. Rob Morris closed his earthly career at LaGrange, Ky.,
on July 51, 1888. He had been in bad health for a year or more,
but was not seriously 111 until about six weeks before his death,
when he was stricken with paralysis, and after that time he stead-
ily declined. / For twenty-four hours preceding his death he was un-

consclous. His immediate family of six children and their mother
were present during his last moments.

The surviving children were: John A. Morris; Charlotte F.,
married to Hone H.de Goodrich; Dr. Alfred W. Morris, Robert Morris,
Jr., Sarah M., married to Latimer Hitt; and Ruth E., married to
John Mount. -

I'ne Grand Master of Kentucky, upon rcceipt of the intelligence
of the death of Dr. Morris, at once caused the issuance of the fol-
lowing circular letter:

GRAND LODGE OF KENTUCKY, F. AND A.M.

Lexington, Ky., July 31,1888
To the Free and Accepted Masons of Kentucky:

It becomes my painful duty to announce to you the death of
our venecrable and learned brothor, P.\G.M:., Rob Morris, vhich occurred
at his home 1n LaGrange, on the 3lst day of July, 1888, after an
1llness of short duration, following years of ill health.

The fame of our eminent brother was not confined to our con-
tinent - hc was a cltizen of two hemispheres; for his learning and
zecal madc him known to Masons everywhere as a chieftain among the
clang, a master builder among the workmen. His mark is upon the
most beautilful stones of our Masonic edifice, and his designs re-
main upon our trestle board, for he both conceived and executed.
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It is my order that this announcement be read in every lodge
at its next regular meeting, that proper respect may be shown to the
- memory of our deceased brother until the Grand Lodge of Kentucky can,

in ample form, testify its appreciation of his many excellencies.

Je Soule Smith
H.B. Grant, ~ Grand Master

Grand Secretary

The funeral ceremonies took place at LaCGrange, which had been
his home for ovor thirty years, and were conducted by the Grand Lodge
of Kentucky, Past Grand Master Hiram Iassett, an old and zealous
Meson, and an intimate fried of Dr. Morris, acting as Grand Master.

A specinl train carried the brethren of Louilsville up to
LaGrange on Avgust 1lst, the day of the funeral.

The Knight Templars were under commander of E. Sirs F.H. John-
son and John A, Stratton. The procession was in charge of Col. John
Be Castleman, X.T., assisted by Capt. John H. Leathers, Grand Trea-
surer:; Bro., W.l. Shawe.

The following officers officlated: P.GsM.. Hiram Bassett, as
Master, representing also the Grand Master. Bro. J.R. Adams, Mas=-
ter of Fortitude Lodge, assisted Bro. Bassett as Deputys; Bro. L.M.
LaRue, Senior Warden; Bro. H.R. Coleman (Grand Chaplain) as Chaplaing
'D.T. Carson, Junior Warden: William Manby, Sccretarys; J.W. Russell,
Troasurors R.D. Casslday, Senior Deacon; Henry Egert, Junior Deacon,
aond J.T DaV1daon (Grand Tyler}) as Tyler. Bro. M. Cary Peter, Grand
Junior Decacon, was present, but hlS jewel was worn by Bro. Kinkead,
WeMs of Lodge S76

At the residence a number of Pilgrim Knights (of the Palm.and
Shell - organized by Bro. Morris) performed the mystic ceremonies
of that order about the remains. These were Bros. H.Re. Coleman,
Hiram Bassett, H.Be. Grant, J.H. Leathers, Chas. Sauver, J.M. Hall,
J.W. Hopper, W.H. Shaw, W.E. Woodruff, Wm. Moses and AleX. Evans.

A Guard of Honor, consisting of Past Commanders, viz.: BE.
Sir Knights C.Ee. Dunn, C.L. Martin, C.C.W. Alfriend and Thos. H. Sher-
ley {P.G.C}, of Louisville Commandery, No. 3; A.H. Gardner, Chas. C.
Vogt, H.Rs Mitchell and John Finzer, of DeMolay, conveyed the cas-
ket to the church, where a male choir, led by Bro. Smythe, assisted
by a number of brethren,'W1th Bro. Wme Te Boden at the organ, ren-
dered most solemn and besutiful music.

Rev. H., Calvin Smith delivered the discourse from the text:
Psalms (KVlil, 13-"Though ye have lain among the pots, yet shall ye
be as the wings of a dovs covered with sllver and her feathers with
yellow gold."

Rev. Bro. H.Re. Coleman followed with a few remarks and P..G.
M., Eglnton read a tribute prepared for Fortitude Lodge. P.GN.
Jemes W. Hopper also read an original "song of lamentation.” Bro.
H.B. Grant, Grand Secretary, being called upon, said: "About four
years ago I received from Brother Rob Morris a paper contalning
these words, afterwards making verbal request that they be read at
the first Masonlic gathering after his death:

To my dear friend, H.B. Grant:
A MESSAGE FROM THE GRAVH.

T have composed this poem as under the shadow of impending
death. I have made a few copics and sent them to particular friends
only, asking that they should not be published, or any public use

made of them untll 1 am gone.
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Brothers in June or in December

Honoring the memory of the dear St. John,

Then let some kind participant remember

The name of him who wrote this, but is gone ;

et some kind brother rise, while a are silent,
And with deep pathos and fond friendship say:

He was a Mason, gentle, true, not violent,

And loved old things that do not pass away.

He loved his friends; in them his heart found anchor,
Bound in affection as with hooks of steel; -

As for his foes, he gave few signs of rancor,

But bore their slanders patiently and well.

He loved to make in simple verse that rhyming

Where ancient signs and emblems smoothly lie,

Where deeds of brother-love and truth are chiming,
And Masonry is wed to poetry.

He loved the word of God; 1ts hopes eternal
Grew sweecter as the end of life drow nigh;

A sinful man, but saved by Grace supernal,
Trusting in Christ, he dreaded not to die.

At times a cloud the promises disguising,

And deep humility obscured the scene,

But the bright Son of Righteousnecss uprising
Dispelled the gloom and warmed his soul again.

He gave the widows and the orphans duly
A portion of his hard-earned scanty storo, .
And though the amout might seem but trifling truly,
He gave so cheerfully it seemed the more.
His heart was in his work, to Build the Temple,

- In fervency, he toliled through many years,
To "bulld the temple" spiritual and mental,
He triumphs now - is freed from toils and tears.

He's gone; the problem that so long he studiled,
That mystery of "the world to come profound

Is solved; his tree of 1life which only budded,
Bears now full harvest in Celestial Ground.

In the Great Presence, with the wearied resting
Ho has his wages and is well content.

Brothers, in silence stand: your love attesting -
This is the word your dying brother sentl

- The Knights Templars commenced their beautiful service, which
was concluded at the grave, E. Sir Frank H. Johnson, Commander, and
E. Sir John Frank Lewls, Prelate, officiating.

The procession filed out of the church and, led by the band
from'Louilsville, the Templars and the lodge were followed by the
- hearse and mourning family and friends to the village cemetery.

Bro. Bassetl then took up the solemn Masocnie services, which
being concluded, Bros. J.H. Leathers and H.B. Grant placed upon the
grave a floral design, representing a Masonlc level, about three
feet across the base, and a square, referring to the popular poem
by Bro. Morris,

"We meet upon the Level and we part upon the Square!.

This was surrounded by ailaurel wreath, suggesting that the
deceased had been crowned "Poet Laurcate of Freemasonry." Another
floral tribute, by the Commandery, was a very large Roman cross.
Othor very pretly dosigns were laid upon the grave. The attendance
- was vory large, and represented the brain and zeal of Kentucky Ma-
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