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i~A~25. - . THE GAY NINETY DREAM,

This slightly humorous ceremony honors the Past Matrons and Past Patrons of the
Chaprer, and is casily put on. It is much more effective if those taking part can
be diessed in the fashion of the gay nineties, but not absolutely necessary.
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g wo what is available,.. bus ;, Of coursé, the larzer the beiter.

nd may be made if nov available. is old-fashioned vinderiear, a moth-
“an wita crooked and separated slats, a shawl or feather boa , (a home-
made one could aczenb the ridiculous), a bonnet wi:h feather plume, if possible, * ¢

lace~edged harndkerchief, and lace gloves, or mitts withous I'ingers, Members wil

have ctner excellent ideas which may be worked in, The finished doll or figurine
should be a reasonable facsimile of 3 weli-dressed lady of the Zay ninecies,

A manikin is required, and may be any size, from a department store monikin to o a
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Thujem

After a short recess

order, “nen declared at .

Worthy Matron: Tonight we wish to honor our Past Matrens and Par: Patrons.
These Members who have given uvs a past of such ercel’epns worth Tiat each succeed-
ing Matron and Patron can build and work wivh confidence, Our present success
and future promise are directly responsible to the labors of these Past Ufficers,
Sisters Conductress and asgociate Conductress, you will present tnhnese honored
Guests for greeting. . |

They are escorted vack of Esther's chalr, where each is presented with a tiny old-

fashioned ncsegay of flowers, and Worthy Macron comtiaues,

Worthy Matron: 1t makes me very happy to havwe Jou witn us, Yowr umtiring eff-
orvs are a staff for every ssrving Matron to lean upon., Mest with us as often

a5 you can, ror you add to our joy by peing with us, Sisters Conductress and

'
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dssociate Conductress, you will escors these nornored Guesis to the Fast.

preceding the Good of the Order, the Chapter is called to

They are escorted East, wvhere seats have been prepared for them,
A rap is heard at %the door, an? Worthy Masron instruets the Warder to attend.

Warder: Wortny Matron, we have visitors who desire vO honor our Past
Matrons and Past Patrons, |

Wortny Matron: We are most happy to admit any who come with such an agreeable
PUTDOS2 . - ) |

(2

A small group of Sisters and Brothers entver. (Ac&ording 00 sifZe of Chaoter, In

larger Crapter, there may be one Member for each article of ciothing.) A Brother

carries the manikin, while some Sister vry franticelly to keep her covared with an

old lace curtain.,.. which later is u G0 curtain a dressing rooms One Sister

begins breathlessly, '

~oister: Worthy Matron, we ask that we may use the Chapter room to clothe
this lady who will honor these dear Guects., |

Worthy Matron nods assent, and Sister contirues.,..

Sister: - Of course, some things m1st be put on in private, because, my
dear, in our day it was net delicate Yo mention...er,..a.., underwear.,. . Ch, my
goodriess!!" she hides her face, blushingly.
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The confusion continues hurriedly and awkwardly behind the curtain,- and at one
time the curtain accidenvally drops, revealing ancient corset and panvalettes, Then
curtain is held in place, while a befrilled petticoat is put on. Finally the mani-
kin is brought out, ready for the final gowning. The moth-eaten wig is curled and
fastened with an ornate pin. |

A Brother: She locks a liftle pale, don't you think?

2nd Sister, (picusly ), In cur day, I'll have y>u know, nobody who was anybody used
rouge, (lowering her volice), except thuse who were a litile,,. fast. (Then,
Looking thoughtful), but, when you consider how much was deone by these Past
Matrons and Past Patrons, they must have been a litile fast, too, dontt you
think? Perhaps we can permit a little rouge. (This is dones ) '

A Brother steps forward with high buttoned shoes, and speaks as he puts them on
manikin, Co -
Brother: What fine shoes., There is a button for almest every year of ser—
¢ vice by these Past Officers.
A Sister rushes forward, bringing a gown of old-fashioned splendor.
slster: Let us make haste, It is not proper to have this lady not prop-
eriy gowned. We must remember that sur Past Matrons and Past Patrons did all
things in a very proper way. That is why we have such a fine tradition in our
Order of correct procedure.
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... Brother: Let me add the shawl, It will protect her from the cold.
Sister: That is quite appropriate. Cur Brothers have always been our
| protecters, and our Past Fatrons have a wonderful record in that.
Brother:, .. And her bonnet.,.. (He begins tc put it on, and a Sister rushes
frrward to stop him.) ' |
Sister: No, no, It is not permissible to wear a hat in our Chapter room.,

Let 1t be set aside. We must be correct, that our Pasts will have no reason to
deny us.
A Sister puts long gloves on manikin, as she SAYyS.

Sister: Another little bit of glamor, to remind us of our glamorous past,
4 Oister places a fan in hand of manikin, as she says, ' |
clster: A fan 1s s convenlent to hide one's confusion in an cmbarassing
moment., Such moments are always with us. (Several Sisters speak at once), ..
"Do you remember the time....?" Do you- remember the Matron, who,,.?" UI can
still se the Patron in 19.0, when..." (4 Brother reises his nand cternly).
Brother: fnush, I say. Tonight we will only remember the good things,

and the fan will be only for show and beauiy.

A Sister tucks a faded bouquev of artificial flowers into the belt of manikin,
SAYINZ, + « Ihe ladles were really and firnally finiched, when they had some

flowers tucked into their belt, Each year of past service nas been complete,-

and a fine gift to our Chapter history. And, thinking of gifts, we have a small

remembrance for our Guests tonight. '

The presentation may be made by any Member., It is most appropriate if it could
be a small snapshot (framed) of the first Chapter room, or of the first Officers.



