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e early life of Jenthah, the father of our first heroine iAdan , was
not happye Becauvuse he was an illigitimate son of Gilead, he was thrust
cut of his home by his brothers so that he would have no share in thelr
nheritance. Although he was a man of courage and valor he fleda to %oo
0 eccape Trom the wrath of his brothers. Jdepthah must have had a
certaln amount of popularity for the Scrintures tcell us that meny weoLs
out of the land of Gilead with him. o
in the process of time the children of Amuon made war against Isreal.
FVy m

‘he ledeérs of the house of Gilead, lacking a leader and recognlzing

the courage of Jépthah then came to him and urged him to refurn anc

ve thelr cavtain. But Jepthah was not too easily persuvaded. e remlin oFf
thiom of their former unkindmess tc him and refused to return unless ..©

i
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rould be made their captain and head., This the léders solennly promiszer

ond the covenant between them was made at fiiznah,.

Jepthah then returned to Gilead and immedliately sent a message to tac
children of Amnmon asking for an explanation of thelr uvnfriendly actse.
ihen 1t wae found that the children of ammon would not listen To reason
nor to Jepthah’s messages, he organized and equipped his armye.

Then the Bible says, " Jepthah vowed a vow unto the Lord and said:'If

"hou wilt deliver the children of Ammon unto mine hands, then 1t ghall

-z that whatsoever cometh out of the doors of my house to neet me,whnn
Lowis,

< return in veace from the children of Ammon shall surely be the .
cnd T will offer 1t up for a burnt offering.”

"he Sceripture continues,"So Jepthah nassed over unto the Childwen ¢l

rrmon to fight ageinst them; the lord delivered them 1nto his handg.”
“epthah's reputation as a great leader was fully upheld in the conflir..
“here was a gréat slavghter and twenty cities held by the Ammonites
vere conquered. Little did Jepthah realize what a fearful drice e

vvould be called upon teo pay for this vicTol'Ve

Or. his return journey he was met on all sides with Tlowers, rusic and
~reat acclaim. There was unheard of rejoicing throughout the land,

At ifizpalh, where he lived wvést preparations were belng made TO Teceelve
nim as a hero and concueror. A rapturous welcome awalted hiime. As le
ncared his own home behold,his daughter camc out to mecet him with
tinmrels and with dancés?: and she was his only child;beside he had
reither son nor daughter.ind there fell on Tepthah a blow more crucl
-.nd fearful than he had ever rcoceived in his life before, for ine re-
celled his vow, "Whatsocver coumeth forth of the doors of my house tO
meet me when I roturm in pcace shall surely be the Lords.’™

“Ten he saw her, Jeptheh in his anguish, rent his clothes and cricd
~ut,"Alas, my daughter thou hast brought wme very low, for 1 nave openc
1w mouth unto the Lord amd I cannot go back." As ¢epthah with deeD
snffering rcelated the story of his vow, Adah was struck with horror &v
.7 unhappy fate; but the courage borm in her triumphcd over fcars ik
‘¢ made this reply,®lly father,if thou hast opecncd thy mouth unto tr.
Lord,Go to me according to that which hath procecded out of thy mov e
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~ Vhere can we find greater GOUlmbGQTHlS voung girl resorted to no qu1b~
‘llng, no thoucht of subterfuse or permissable redemption,“Forasmuch as
the vow was ndde unto the Lord”™ it must be without question in her mind

fulfilled: and she would not have been Jepthah's daughter if she dis

suaded ﬂLm.tG 1ét the thought of her life and hapoiness deter him from

Ir'eening his vOWe

Cﬂ;j she asked,"let this thing be done Tor me, ,let me alone Two lionuvis,
nas L may go up and down the “mountains ané be Swail my virgl riky.And her

father sald, gob.
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Ste returned at the end of two months td her father who did ©O her
croordinge to the vow which heim%§ vowed. Thers has been much confliciling
crinion as to whether Jepthah liérzily did according to his v W, Prone. iy
LVrought about Hy the revul sion of feeling at the thought of such a sac~
rifice, and also because such a sadérifice was not in conformity with the
Jewish law.Put the conclusion of the narrative in Judges leaves us -
little room for doubt as it stetes™it was a custom of lsreal that toe

daushters of Isreal went vearly toc lament the daughter of ueptﬂah the
iéiggaltu, four days each year

ln the present/day Jdepthahts vow seens entirely unjustiiflable. in che
first place he had no business Uo malke the vow, and secondly he had no
right to fulfil it after it was made.~*enry Vard Ueecher says:No man has
a right to break a pl eage wiilch he unw1tTlng]y1madﬂ in respect tTo *hlnﬁs
+hat are moral and are in the rightful control of nis will but nc =

nza a right to make a promise or vow that is ummoral. then he makes a
blind covenant, he hasd no rizht to keep it when it involves others

in cruelty or injustices.

Tut that is not the phese of the story which interests us most.We sec
ﬁﬁﬁh¢TaltﬂLﬂl to her dutles, no natter hDW'overwhelm¢ng3y difficult ©ew
We see her brave and Cﬁuraueauq in the facé of death itself.ile sc7

! forretting self to save her fathér's honor.No sacrifice vhiich she

‘5 called upon to make is too great.
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(ight not all these virtues of a courageous life be a beautiful l~ﬂh0ﬂ
1o us? We are not called upon to make as great a sacrifice as Adah,bu
cach day we are called upon to show our colors.i/ill these colLors D@ tﬂﬂ:
hlue of Fidelitv?Will we have the courege of cur convictions and be as
deuntless ané serenc ags Adah?Let each one o f us take the lesSon taughv
hy her life to heart end walk in the »naths of truth and righte

“TTopr swect &dah weep noty; lct the word be:

"Joy to the captive, frced from carthly dustg

Joy for Gnu'Witﬂcss pore to woman's trust,

And lasting honor, lilzpal, be the straln

To her who died 1n 1ight without a stain.®”

TE 1 1 1 it i )
she will noet veil yop pure and loving eyes,

As Tcaring death=-for hecrs is death sublime,

Lo Wlbh determined heart and cyes she stanos,

ECL facc upturned toward cclestlal landse

Re LlOTTis. ~

e story of Jebpthahts deughter has other lesgsons 1Tor us also.vepth: .
rede @ rash vow,one that he surely would not have ma de 1f hc had ner-
~ored  upon 1t,WhU@ shwould he ozhcct to be the first to come oul orf
1_ house if not his daughtcer?iie 11 have much in comaon with Jepthen
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wn &s muech as e too, speak beforce we think. We Tail +o guard our
tongues, forgetting thét words oncc spokcecn cap never be recalled.We
arc nasty to criticise., lLlost of thése faults do not come from an inper
Licancss but from & lack of thought.Obviously, it did not occur to Adah
ve object to her fate, She was obedient to the demands of her fathcr.
ohie did what she could loyaly to lighiten the burden her father had
assuumcds e toc, cam be just as obedient to the dcmands of honor ani
Justice. Ve can be loyal to our family, fricnds and country. We can he
courageous in word and decd. A1l these lessons arce shown in the lifc

B o

7 our heroinec,iidah.

e color appropriate to this degree is blue because thet color symbol-

“wes Tidelity.Iin ecarlicr rituals the color of the vell was black as a
clgn of mourning.How glad we all arc that in the proccss of changing
and improving our ritual it was changed to this morc 8DPPTropriatc ColoTe.

«he cmblems arc the sword and veil.VWe like teo pass ower the thought of
the sword whichh slcw our hercince but we love to dawcell udon the veil.
sdan would not stay in the darkness~she loved the lighte.She would not
“overy her facc to hide the incvitablec.This she would face squarely and
we ke whatever Lot might befall her.We teoo, should live in the light.
Liks her, we also should bravely facoe lifce.RBunning away from a bad sit-
vation will not clcar it up, Wc all know that hiding our hcads in tho
sand 1s pure foolisihncss and I wonder why we do it so often.We might as
vell mect our probloms with heroilc cndurance. In so doing we not only
strengthen our own characters but becone good cxamples to othorse

+2¢ bluc vieolet 1s appropriate to Adah.The blue for fid¢lity, a greas
virwac which 1s nccdced s mueh today as in times of 0ld.The violet has
always bcecen a symbol of modesty and swecetncss and beauty of charactcr.

Snd s0 we vikll lcave our couragcous herolnc tonight with thesce’ lincs
which right well have becm her preyer and which should be ours.

Lord, 1f I had thce choice to don onc virtuc as a cloak of old,

Lt would be the cloak of courasc I would wear. -

Couragce To speall when spececeh can hoelpg

ihe strength to lcave unsaid the words

tnat passing anger tempts the lips to speak;

Gouragce to fight when omly dcath can bhe the cnd,

And flght so wcll that men shall sce in dcath but victory.

vourage to Lift my thounhts above the nmundane cares that
stransle life;

Courage to bring none harm; courage to drean,

>C when the end comes, 1 nmey pass

Into the vale that lies beyond,

Aind wear this cloak of Courage as I 0.
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